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According to the Royal Initiatives Comic: “Preserving Thai Arts and Crafts to be with the Nation”
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Wow! Tung Ngern! You’re so handsome today.

+ I’m over here. That’s the Hanuman costume.

&
TYANINU

=

+ “..The Khon performance today does not Fuselassuns

accomplish only the objective of promoting our high
culture of performance art but also bringing about another
valuable achievement. We have created a new generation
of skilled artisan. A new generation who deeply understands
the art in producing Khon costumes. We also see the
old Thai-style intimate family bond. The picture of children

bringing their parents, grandparents and elders to see

the performance shows us the love and care in the fam-

ily. It is a scene that brings happiness to everyone who  «+ Not me. Who made all these costumes, Tung Ngern?
sees it...”
Her Majesty Queen Sirikit’s speech
Given at Dusidalai Hall, Chitralada Villa, on 11 August 2009.
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+ All of these costumes were made by the skilled artisans in the SUPPORT Foundation of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit.
Is it the SUPPORT Foundation’s job to make Khon costumes?
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The foundation supports the Thai people in different regions to produce handicrafts as an occupation.
+ | knew that the SUPPORT Foundation was founded on 21 July 1976, through Her Majesty the Queen’s royal grace
for the poor, to revive and disseminate the ancient wisdom on handicraft making that were disappearing in many different
localities through trainings, to help create jobs as a source of supplementary income for farmers between planting seasons

and to preserve the traditional arts and crafts for the future generations.
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+ Wow, you’re really good, Sueb. | don’t know what to say more.
And what about you, Saan? Right, then let’s talk about preservation.

+ Give me an example of the arts that have been revived and preserved as national treasures? Oh! | know!
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Well, you’re right, but that’s a little too easy.
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+ Such as the songs which are part of literature, dancing

VIENNVIANELTLA which is part of performance arts, the music which is part of musical

Yes, correct. Because Khon is a collection of arts, the cloth weaving, sewing and jewelry which are part of

many different kinds of arts. handicrafts, and the stage props which are part of architecture.
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+ And that can be called a fully integrated preservation of various arts!. Anything more to add, Sueb?

Silk. Her Majesty the Queen has revived the weaving of mudmee silk, Praewa silk and Khid silk of the Northeastern
region, as well as promoted the raising of silkworm.  + Very good, Sueb! Silk is exactly the handicraft that has truly helped
to promote the economy, making the people’s quality of lives substantively improved, with an annual value of hundreds

of million baht in export.
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Beside the preservation aspect the efforts are also beneficial to the economy. Our Queen is really very ingenious.

Of course. Her Majesty the Queen is known as “The Mother of Thai Silk,” after all.
+ Her Majesty the Queen sees the importance of Thai silk. It is therefore the good fortune of the Thai people that we

have Her Majesty the Queen with great benevolence for the nation. Long live the Queen.
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