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“4 Waters, 3 Tastes”

Southern Thailand also suffers from water problems, such as flooding,
drought, acidic water, and saline water (4 waters) which reduce agricultural yields and
affect fishery. Particular difficulties are faced in areas around or in the vicinity of peat &
swamps such as those in the Pak Phanang River basin and the Bang Nara River basin.
Here His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej recommended setting up systems that
separate water of ‘4 water 3 tastes’, (fresh water, salt water, and acidic water), that is, a system to prevent acidic swamp water
(taste 1) from contaminating agricultural lands, a system to forestall the encroachment of salt water (taste 2), and a system to
convoy fresh water (taste 3) for agriculture, drinking and household needs. The example includes the construction of Bang Nara
regulators of the Royal-initiated Area Development Project at Bang Nara River Basin in Narathiwat Province and Uthokvibhajaprasid
Regulator at the Royal-initiated Pak Phanang River Basin Area Development Project in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province. The methods
His Majesty has devised to separate these three types of waters on the same piece of land testify to his ingenuity.
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