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&om Malside “Vetiver for Soil and Water Conservation:

In Commemoration of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej
the Great.”

0’0

His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej the Great had continuously granted the initiatives on the promotion and development of the utilization
of vetiver grass for over 30 years of his reign.

In this connection, His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn Phra Vajiraklaochaoyuhua (King Rama X) has strong determination to preserve and
extend the royal development projects and initiatives of King Rama IX in bringing about the peoples’ happiness and the countrys’prosperity,
especially through the utilization of vetiver grass for soil and water conservation. Therefore, on 31 July 2017, King Rama X gave the initiative
to the Office of the Royal Development Projects Board (ORDPB) and concerned government agencies to urgently reconstruct Huai Sai Khamin
Reservoir in Sakon Nakhon Province which has been severely damaged by tropical storm called “SONCA”. The water flew out from the reser-
voir, inundating the residential areas and damaging agricultural areas. In addition, King Rama X suggested the planting of vetiver grass along the
edge of Huai Sai Khamin Reservoir and other reservoirs as well as in other suitable areas in order to prevent soil erosion in the future. The
concerned agencies have already planted vetiver in many affected and disaster-prone areas.

Owing to the ingenuity of the two kings on the promotion of the utilization of vetiver grass for soil and water conservation, which has led to
the extensive growing of vetiver grass throughout the country, Thailand was then selected to host the Seventh International Conference on
Vetiver (ICV-7). The conference will be organized by the Chaipattana Foundation & the Office of the Royal Development Projects Board (ORDPB)
in Ch|ang Mai Province, Thailand, during 26 — 29 October 2020, under the theme “Vetiver for Soil and Water Conservation: In Commemoration
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